Five Deadly Barriers to Effective TB Care
Tuberculosis (TB) remains the leading cause of death in South Africa, and yet it is curable. Why have we not overcome this fatal disease?  Numerous challenges exist at every level of TB diagnosis and care—not only in South Africa, but around the world, where one person dies every 18 seconds from TB. Here we list five key strategies where governments and donors should focus their finances and efforts in order to #StepUpForTB and end the deadly TB epidemic.
Barrier: Unidentified TB cases 
In South Africa it is estimated there were 109 642 “missing TB cases” in 2016, meaning people with TB who have not been screened or diagnosed, and subsequently started on treatment. This is concerning  because TB left untreated leads to more suffering and death, and it drives transmission of the disease, because TB is a droplet infection – everyone breathes, so anyone can catch it. 
How do we find more TB cases?
According to Professor Kheertan Dheda of the University of Cape Town‘s Division of Pulmonology, “What is really needed to prevent drug- resistant TB (DR-TB) in the first place is we need to find the cases early. By the time we make the diagnosis of DR-TB almost all the transmission has already occurred.” Preventing TB transmission requires greater investment in strategies for actively finding TB cases, and should be specifically targeted where the risk of TB is higher. In South Africa, community health workers should be screening for TB as part of outreach health services in communities and at schools. Targeted screening and diagnostic testing should be offered to populations at high risk of TB—such as those testing positive for HIV, those living in close proximity with known TB patients, and HIV-positive patients admitted into hospital. While South Africa has proactively scaled-up use in health facilities of GeneXpert—a TB test that returns diagnosis within two hours, and detects whether a patient has drug-resistant TB—development of point-of-care diagnostic tools that can be used during outreach activities in communities is also necessary.  
